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Access to healthcare and medical malpractice
litigation 812 (PBL 812)

Qualification Postgraduate

Faculty Faculty of Law

Module credits 30.00

Programmes MPhil Medical Law and Ethics (Coursework)
Contact time 2 lectures per week

Language of tuition Module is presented in English

Academic organisation Public Law

Period of presentation Semester 1 or Semester 2

Module content

In this module a multidisciplinary approach is adopted and the topics include the following: (a) Justice in the
allocation of health resources, access to health care and healthcare insurance (b) The nature, scope and
incidences of medical malpractice litigation in South Africa (c) The nature and scope of damages and
compensation for medical negligence (d) Grounds of justification for medical interventions and other general
defences in medical law (e) The various causes of action in medical malpractice litigation (f) Vulnerable patients
(inclusive of children, the mentally Ill/disabled and the elderly) and medical malpractice litigation (g) Allied
healthcare practitioners (inclusive of nurses, psychologists, traditional healers etc) and medical malpractice (h)
The role of telemedicine and e-health in medical malpractice (i) Reform of medical malpractice law (j) The
drafting/assessment of pleadings in context of medical malpractice litigation

The information published here is subject to change and may be amended after the publication of this information. The
General Regulations (G Regulations) apply to all faculties of the University of Pretoria. It is expected of students to
familiarise themselves well with these regulations as well as with the information contained in the General Rules section.
Ignorance concerning these regulations and rules will not be accepted as an excuse for any transgression.
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